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From our Interim Pastor

Discovering the Divine

A few weeks ago, | attended the Torah study presented at the

synagogue where Rich Aptaker is a member. Well, it was amazing!

There were so many nuggets that enlightened my understanding

of the passages from Deuteronomy. One thing in particular was the

presenter’s view of Abraham and Moses. Abraham discovered divinity, or God on his own.
He was the one who followed his own path and found God. Moses was the one who said, “we
can’t discover God on our own, so here is the teaching. Do this and do that.

| like to think that we need a combination of both self-discovery through our everyday living
and being told what to do. Now, being told what to do is tricky. We can'’t listen to everyone.
Some folks don’t have your best interest at heart. Some folks give bad advice. Some people
are just some people! How do you know you have discovered God in your experience of
life? How do you know someone is telling you to do something that is good for you, edifying
for your spirit and bringing you to a closer relationship with God?

A colleague of mine said this all the time, “If it is from God, it must come from a place of
love. It must be about love.” God is love! | believe that most of us recognize something
birthed from love. It builds up and does not tear down. It gives hope. It gives help. It plants
a seed of joy deep down in our spirit. Something given in love is from God when it takes you
out of your comfort zone, when that zone is no longer serving you, So you can experience a
new life of freedom, peace and hope.

No matter which way you go about finding truth in God, keep searching. In the book of
Matthew it says, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the
door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”

Go and Tell! Seek God. Find God. Know God. It’'s so good. | am telling you the truth. ©

Blessings of Peace,
Pastor Celeste
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Virtual Wednesday Night Bible Study

By Pastor Celeste Fields

We are using the book, Using our Outside Voice by Dr. Greg Carey,
Professor of New Testament at Lancaster Theological Seminary. The
goal of this study is for you to participate in reasonable conversations
about the Bible and its significance.

By the end of this study, you will be able to, take accountability for

how you interpret the Bible, have the opportunity to practice public

interpretation, understand the various arguments in play in biblical

interpretation, weigh the ethical and theological implications of your

views, offer informed opinions about the Bible that others can understand and you will
acquire basic knowledge to interpret the Bible.

It's a tall order. Let's do it!

Here is the link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82045783209

Zoom Room 820 478 3209 (September 16th & October 7th)
Wednesday Night Bible Study Class 7:00pm - 8:30pm.

Sermons from Worship Services in August

August 16th

August 2nd Rev. Motomu Ishida
Pastor Celestine Fields Translator: Chris Yoshii
"Face to Face" “Life, directed at others”
Voice record MeFEiCmEh S AL
Video
August 9th August 23rd

Pastor Celestine Fields
"Be Transformed"
Video
Voice record

Rev. Sharon MacArthur
"Reflections on Walking"
Video



https://soundcloud.com/user-683740584/face-to-face
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/95NRKZDd_2FOfJXO0G7UX4EQXbTDT6a8gHJL8_NYxUrb2kc1oz0AOzJvgcp-MlWW
https://youtu.be/8cPOLjesVj0
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/-ukqL7ztzCBIS6PJ6UjbUYAaDIX-X6a82yce_voEyh0JP6rFcsaV5TEB0z_zBV1w?startTime=1598203710000
https://soundcloud.com/user-683740584/be-transformed
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From the Moderator

by Karen Nishilawa

This month, we have been on a roller coaster of sorts. Pastor Celeste
was originally scheduled for knee replacement surgery on August 13th.
Then they postponed while Pastor Celeste was to get an additional
test/consultation. All ready to go on August 20th, but the wildfires
cancelled that one. So now it is another period of waiting and hope.
Sooner, rather than later, we pray that Pastor Celeste will get her
surgery and relief that she needs.

Sycamore Church has always been a church of compassion, generosity, and community.
We are currently focused on supporting the Bay Area Rescue Mission in their work of care
for those less fortunate in our community. As COVID-19 continues, more people need
services that they provide. Our Sycamore Church family continues to demonstrate our
commitment to community by your generous donations. We thank you from the bottoms of
our hearts.

In the past, | really wanted to know what we were planning for the next 6 — 12 months. Then
COVID-19 happened — so the planning became what are we doing for the next 3 -6 months.
As the pandemic wears on, it becomes clear that we cannot plan that far in advance. |
was impressed that Yoshimi Kinoshita was going ahead with her plans for the Preschool to
reopen this month. Well, COVID-19 continues to rage and reality set in that it would not be
SAFE to bring the school back to life. So, planning takes a narrower focus. Can we survive
without the rummage sale in May? The Annual Bazaar in September? The fall rummage
sale in October? Church Council is a monthly meeting that helps us focus on the month
just completed and a look into our short term future. Thanks to Kurt Buss, Silvia Akinaga,
Reiko Kamada, Chris Aptaker, David Inada, Darold Davis and the rest of the financial team
— your ongoing work keeps the bills paid, and the income deposited to the correct accounts
— and Kurt gives us a monthly financial picture of where we stand. | cannot begin to thank
everyone for their continued generous support of our Church!

It is always so exciting when Sunday comes — we get to see everyone on Zoom! Please
join us for worship. We are here for you! Please stay safe, stay healthy, and PRAY that the
wildfires are extinguished, that affected people will have the strength to move forward, and
that COVOD-19 will soon be diminished/eliminated. Please do your part by wearing masks
and washing hands. BE SAFE!
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Bazaar Sunday is coming up
by Georgia Fujikawa

Sycamore would hardly be Sycamore without a Bazaar Sunday every September. So this
year, when the coronavirus is keeping us all indoors and away from group gatherings, we
thought that we would celebrate the tradition in a different way.

On Sunday, September 20, as part of the Zoom worship service at 11:00am, we are going
to celebrate Bazaars of the past, and the long history of this event. There have been many
changes, and lots of experiments, but also much that has remained solidly in place from the
1960's to now. The history goes back farther than that, but the first picture album | can find

is from 1967. The pictures are amazing, the food looks delicious, and the familiar faces are
wonderful to see.

The thing that strikes me most though, after going through photo albums spanning many
years, is that they all show people having fun. People are smiling and laughing, holding up
small children, obviously working very hard but enjoying the experience. | have often thought
that the bazaar reveals the soul of Sycamore. It is who we are at our best, and that is reason
for celebration. Come join us for the hour.

From Sycamore Christian Preschool
by Yoshimi Kinoshita

The deadline for submission of this newsletter article

has passed. | told Reiko that | haven't had any good

or exciting news about preschool for the past few

weeks so | can't write an article. But one question

came up to myself tonight. It was that what | have

learned and have continued to learn at the Sycamore Church over the past 15 years. The
first is to give life to God, live life to the fullest and use the skills and gifts that | have for
those who need them and make an effort to continue to polish them. Second, don't be afraid
of death in the life of encounters and parting. To have hope for something that is ahead of
death. Third, | realize that | am always loved and encouraged and alive by God, my family
and friends.

May God, your love and grace be poured more and more on my friends who are now waiting
for the return of his loved ones with great determination and certain hope.
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Food Drive

We are continuing to collect non perishable food items for the Bay Area Rescue Mission.
Donations may be dropped off at Sycamore Church Tuesday - Thursday from 1:00 - 2:00pm
and Friday 1:00 - 3:00pm. Please contact Karen Inouye at 510 237-5676 if you would like
someone to pickup your donations at your home. Thank you for your help in our efforts to
help those in need.

Conference Delegates

Our Conference, NCNCUCC, is looking for delegates for the Annual Gathering (AG) in
October. The delegates are members of NCNCUCC churches who are able to vote on
important issues at the AG. Can we get two delegates from Sycamore; one each, Japanese
and English speaker to vote our core values? If you are interested, please contact Pastor
Celeste by email or text.

Election - Less than 70 days Away!

Former President Obama, Michelle Obama, John Lewis, Jessie Jackson, and Rev. Dr. Otis
Moss Il all stressed the importance of folks getting out and voting.

With that in mind, we invite you to participate in THE BIG SEND — a virtual “Get Out the Vote”

letter writing party sponsored by our Conference. The goal of this non-partisan event is to
increase voter turn-out, all across the nation, so the will of the people can prevail.

To learn more, click here.



https://mcusercontent.com/e029cc616368ebae75679119b/files/971032ff-2005-4afb-ac29-6acc1fe0ed87/Big_Send_Invite.v2docx.pdf
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Our little girl has arrived!
by Tomoko Fuse-Murao

I’'m happy to announce the arrival of my baby, Sumireko Sophia
Murao. She arrived at 9:45 am on July 2nd, 2020.

| and my family started to live in Bay Area since last September. This

is my first experience to give birth to a baby in the U.S.A. because

| delivered my first child in Japan. | was planning to get my parents

to come and help us, but the plan fell out due to the spread of

COVID19. So, | had many worries about my delivery and postpartum

life. At such time, Ms. Akiko Taylor, a wonderful doula, contacted

me and supported my delivery, which was really reassuring. After the online session for
preparation with Akiko, | have started to think that things will work out!!

On the day of delivery, | got into a panic when labor began. Akiko came all the way, and
she encouraged and supported me both physically and spiritually. Finally, | arrived at the
hospital; my delivery only took 10 minutes! It was a quick and easy birth!

After discharge from the hospital, I've started my new life with a newborn baby. That was so
hard because | have to take care of my older daughter, and | can’t control my body the way
| imagine. Thanks to my dear Sycamore family, | was able to overcome this tough situation.
Especially, | would like to say thank you to everyone who supported the meal-train. My
family was helped a lot with wonderful dishes made with love. Thank you very much for your
support.

At the time of the last delivery, my husband and | lived apart because of our work. So this is
the first time for him to live with a newborn baby. My older daughter is taking good care of
her little sister, although she got confused with the new surroundings. Our family is enjoying
this life with a newborn baby here, far away from

home, thanks to the Sycamore family!

This place, Sumireko was born, is special for our
family. We have to go back to Japan next year, but
we wish that the presence of Sumireko connects
our family and Sycamore familv and Church ever
after.




September 2020 Sycamore Tree

Let Us Remember in Our CPmyers...

Holy Love, Today, we know suffering. We may not understand it, but we know what it feels
like, as it a collective suffering. Many feel the pains of shelter in place, and this virus deeper
than most. We lift up to you O God, those who are sick. Send your healing. We pray your
peace over those who are grieving the death of a loved one. Have mercy. We ask that you
supply the needs of all those who have lost employment, have not received unemployment
compensation, and/or closed their business. Bless. Give rest to essential workers, doctors,
nurses and all those who work that we may be safe. In your great name. Amen!

Acknowledgments for August 1 - August 23, 2020

Sycamore is proud to be a self-supporting church - all operating and ministry expenses are funded by
donations from members and friends of Sycamore and from special fundraising efforts. Thank you!

NAMES:

Silvia Akinaga including in
memory of Hisaye Akinaga
Allison Chung

Hiroko Corpuz

Rev. Gayle Dickson

Jan Fabini

Rev. Celestine Fields

Satoko Fogarty

Georgia& Dr. Mark Fujikawa
Mari Hayama

Dr. Harlan & Marilyn Head
Masao Tom Inada

Karen Inouye

Shingo/Reiko Kamada
Roslyn/John Kartychak

Aiko Kobayashi Gray

Nori & Akiko Kobayashi
Kana Lopez

Kathleen/Jimmy Louie
Rev. Sharon MacArthur
Eiko Matsuoka

Martha Matsuoka

Gloria Morita

Karen Nishikawa

Muts & Dr. Philip Nishino
Toom Noble (Noble Family)
Stan & Bea Nomura

Sara Pillow

Hiro Taniguchi

Akiko Taylor

Sherry Watson

Rie Webster

Sumi Wu

Tasha Yorozu & Sam Suttle
Chris Yoshii

Donations were made to
the following Funds:

General Fund

General Fund In Lieu of
Bazaar

Nichigobu

Property Maintanance
Property Maintenance for
Kitchen, Parking Lot
upgrades

Bay Area Rescue Mission

<

W

Donations can be made online at https.//sycamoreucc.churchcenter.com/qiving or by mailing

your checks to Sycamore Church, 1111 Navellier St. El Cerrito, CA 94530
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Sycamore Congregational Church, U.C.C.

"Embracing Japanese Culture, Language, and Christian Faith"

Interim Minister/Eigo Language Pastor The Sycamore Tree is published on the last
Rev. Celestine Fields - 717-406-4991 Thursday of each month. Articles are welcomed.
e-mail: pastorcelestinefields@gmail.com The deadline for articles is seven days before
Preschool Director publication and are included as space allows.

Yoshimi Kinoshita - 510-527-9522 For address changes, call 510-525-0727
Church Moderator e-ma_il: sycamoreoffice22 @gmail.com
Karen Nishikawa - 760-519-1964 Website: www.sycamoreucc.org
e-mail: karennishikawa@sbcglobal.net
Nichigo Moderator We are Sycamore United Church of Christ...

Chris Yoshii- 949-407-9093

o .y , o
e-mail: chris@yoshii.me ooted in a legacy of Japanese ministries;

Rejoicing in the gospel and worship;
Newsletter Editor Reaching out to all people
Chieko O'Dea and Reiko Kamada

Live Streaming for Sunday Morning Schedule
Please see the Virtual Worship Schedule.
- English or Joint Worship Worship Service Regular scheduling will resume at a later date.

hitps://zoom.us/|/252245482 |D: 252 245 482

- Japanese Worship Service

hitps://zoom.us/i/611700303 ID: 611 700 303 Sun, September 6, 11:00 am
English Worship Service

Sun, September 13, 11:00 am
English Worship Service

Sun, September 20, 3:00 pm
Communion Sunday Joint Worship Service

Sun, September 27, 11:00 am
Memorial Sunday English Worship Service

Virtual Worship Schedule

- Tuesday Zumba class
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82880251961 |D:828 8025 1961

- Wednesday Night Bible Study
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82045783209 1D:820 4578 3209

- Giving to Sycamore Church
https://sycamoreucc.churchcenter.com/giving

Sycamore Christian Preschool _
https://zoom.us/j/252245482

The preschool is currently closed. Meeting ID: 252 245 482
For more information, please contact the school. Phone Number: 1 408-638-0968

sycamore.c.preschool@gmail.com.
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